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Regional Science:The Science of the
Pursue of Subjective Well-being in Space
- Theory, Policy, Practice and Manfred

Motivation for this topic: Manfred and Well-being
› Manfred claims that he only believes in objective
measures of welfare: GDP, income, unemployment
› We claim that subjective measures are also important and
cannot be ignored any more: happiness, well-being,
quality of life,etc.

Jouke van Dijk and Henk Folmer
› Outline: Theory, Practice, Policy & Manfred

University of Groningen, Faculty of Spatial Sciences, Department
Economic Geography
Presentation for the Workshop to celebrate Professor Manfred M. Fischer’s Retirement, Vienna
Sept. 20-22, 2015
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Common Definition Regional Science

Theory

Paradigm
› Definition: a set of distinct concepts to approach and
analyze a phenomenon
› Every social science has a paradigm
› Economics: utility maximization (consumers) or profit
maximization (producers)
› Sociology: behavior of individuals and their
institutions as determined by their positions in society
› Psychology: behavior of individuals and their
aggregates as determined by mind and perceptions

› “Any social science analysis that has a spatial
dimension” (Wikipedia)
› The social sciences are concerned with the behavior of
individual human actors, their institutions and the
aggregation of their actions in different institutional
frameworks
› Hence:
Regional Science deals with behavior, especially
socio-economic behavior in the spatial context

Possible Regional Science Paradigms (i)
› (i) Space?
› Is not a paradigm (i.e. a way of looking at a problem,
like utility maximization)
› Alternatively:
› (ii) One of the social sciences paradigms?
› Hampers the distinction of Regional Science from the
other social sciences:
› Every Regional Science analysis can be claimed by
one of the social sciences
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Possible Regional Science Paradigms (ii)
› Alternatively:
› (iii) Overarching paradigm that captures the
denominator of the paradigms of the constituting
social sciences:
Regional Science: The Science of the Pursue of
Subjective Well-being in Space

Pleasure
› Pleasure is a synonym for subjective well-being (SWB)
› Subjective well-being based on experienced utility (vs
decision utility)
› Subjective well-being derived from self reports
› Regional Science: The Science of the Pursue of
Subjective Well-being in Space

Consumer Theory: McFadden (2013)
“The challenge facing economic consumer theory is to
utilize the disperate measurements and experimental
methods that have become available to synthesize a
new behavioral science of pleasure that retains the
quantitative, predictive features of neoclassical
theory in the economics settings where it works well,
and extends these features into areas of individual
sensation of well-being and choice in the context of
social network information and approval, so that the
theory can better predict the impact of novel economic
policies on consumer well-being”

Single indicator (particularly per capita
regional income) or multi-dimensional
well-being?
› Sen (1973, 1985), Mantou et al. (1992), Atkinson and
Bourguignon (1982), Ram (1982) Atkinson (2003):
› Single indicators Fallacy:
Aggregation of the various welfare components leads
to loss of information on their relative importance
› At odds with comprehensive Subjective Well-being
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Individual and Regional Well-being
› The problem of definition
› Many terms for more or less the
same thing (how well one’s life
is going):
- Quality of life
- Welfare
- Health
- Happiness
- Pleasure
- Subjective well-being
Which spatial scale?

short term: emotional feelings
of happiness
long term:
life satisfaction

Practice

selection from a whole range
of objective and subjective
indicators  composite
index 
Translation to policy?
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Income and happines in the US (Layard, 2006)

More money does not always leads to more happiness

Happiness (well-being)

Source: Veenhoven, EUR

Money (income)

But: unemployment makes unhappy!
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Unemployed are less happy

People’s Well-being: changing preferences

Zeer gelukkig

Employed  very happy
Unemployed  very happy

Ongelukkig

Unemployed  unhappy

Employed  unhappy

›
›
›
›
›
›
›
›
›

Objective measures
Life expectancy
Mortality rates
Poverty
Crime
Income
Un-/employment
Education
Gender balance
Working hours

›
›
›
›
›
›
›
›
›

Subjective measures
Health perception
Access to services
Material deprivation
Safety and trust
Life satisfaction
Happiness
Capabilities
Equal opportunities
Work life balance
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From Individual to Regional Well-Being
› Adequate regional analysis requires micro foundation
› Foundation based on the definition of Regional Science:
› Multi-dimensional rather than single indicator measurement of
place based (subjective) well-being
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GDP per head (PPS), 2011
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Employment rate 2013
(jobs per inhabitant
20-64 years)

Source: EU-Commission
(July 2014)
Investment for jobs and growth,
6-th Report on Economic, Social
and Territorial Cohesion

Source: EU-Commission (July 2014)
Investment for jobs and growth, 6-th
Report on Economic, Social and
Territorial Cohesion
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EU Human Development index 2012 and change 2008-2012

Risc of poverty and
social exclusion, 2012

Source:
Source:EU-Commision
EU-Commission
(July
(July
2014)
2014)
Investing
Investment
in for
Europe’s
jobs and
future,
growth,
6-th
6-thReport
Reporton
onEconomic,
Economic,Social
Social
and Territorial
and Territorial
Cohesion
Cohesion
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Life expectancy in the EU28 (80.5yr) and the US (78.6), 2011

Source: EU-Commission (July 2014)
Investment for jobs and growth, 6-th Report on Economic, Social and Territorial Cohesion
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Regional Quality of Living
Index (PBL)
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Case studies
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NARSC
Novembe
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Households with Broadband
Access: overall the
Netherlands does very well!

But: spatial scale of
measuring is important
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But: in some villages in
peripheral lagging
municipalities hardly
access!

Interactions between education and health: higher educated live
longer a healthy life: years to live after 65 by education and gender
18

Jaren

16
14

Spatial scale of
measuring is
important

12
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Low
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Low

Havo,
vwo, mboHigh
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8

Hbo,
universiteit
High

6
4
2
0
Mannen

Vrouwen

Source: Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek, 2010
Utrecht, 20 februari 2009
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NARSC
Novembe
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Policy

How do we organise it?
And with whom?

How do we know where we
are, where we want to go
and how to go there?
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OECD-project ‘How is life in your region?’
Regional well-being measurement cycle:
a possible sequencing of steps:
Indicators:
- Jobs
- Environment
- Income
- Education
- Health
- Safety
- Housing
- Acces to services
- Civic Engagement
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Southern Denmark: the GOOD LIFE as an engine of growth
What do we want?

What do we think
about that?

How to measure it?

Where do we go?

Where are we?

| 41

| 42

Shanghai Urban Planning and Exhibition Centre
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What home do Shanghai citizens want?
Male: smart home
Female: healthy home
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Child: dream home
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Manfred

Dog:
free
home
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Manfred, 1984,
Lake Como
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Motivation for this topic: Manfred and well-being
› Manfred claims that he only believes in objective
measures of welfare: GDP, income, unemployment
› We claim that subjective measure are also important and
cannot be ignored any more: happiness, well-being,
quality of life
› Prove: If I tell you I am happy, who are you to tell me that I
am not happy (based on your “objective” measures)?
› How about Manfred’s well-being and preferences over
time?
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ERSA,
Rome
1997

Manfred as jury member of the songcontest
at ERSA , Zagreb, 2001
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Smoking a pipe and well-being: a complex
subjective phenomen, but in the case of
Manfred not time and space dependent
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Conclusions

| 52

Thank you for your attention

› The paradigm of Regional Science: The Science of the Pursue of
Subjective Well-being in Space
› Defining well-being, quality of life, happiness, pleasure
› Objective vs. subjective, single vs multi-dimensional indicators
› Interaction between variables and space context (place based)
› Measurement and spatial scale
› Lessons for regional policy
› Lessons for individual (ir)rational behavior
› Lessons for Manfred?
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